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The Solar Eclipse 2019: Astronomy in the Andes 
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SoLar ECLIPSE

aBoUT tHE lEADER

This special expedition aims to share 
our understanding about the cultural 
and astronomical heritage of the ancient 
Andean civilization combined with the 
2019 South American Solar Eclipse. 
The vast Atacama Desert is known for 
its clear skies and otherworldly beauty, 
situated at the base of the Andes. We will 
begin our journey with learning about 
the Tiwanaku, a Pre-Columbian culture 
that flourished between 300 BC and 
300 AD on the shores of Lake Titicaca. 
We visit the impressive archaeological site 
entering by the Gate of the Sun, a stone 
gateway built by a single piece of stone of 
an estimated weight of 10 tons. We will 
explore this sacred relationship between the 
ancient culture of the Inca and modern 
day astronomical sciences as we learn more 
about the region’s renowned stargazing 
identity. Our adventure culminates with 
a lifetime opportunity to witness the solar 
eclipse in full totality from Elqui Valley, 
the Chilean astronomical province.

•	 Visit	Lake	Titicaca,	the	highest	navigable	lake	in	the	world	and	cradle	
of	the	Tiwanaku	civilization	and	where	the	Inca	Empire	was	born.

•	 Cross	and	overnight	in	Uyuni,	home	to	the	biggest	salt	lake	on	earth,	
at	night	a	stargazing	spectacle.

•	 Take	in	the	astounding	night	skies	and	extraordinary	landscape	of	
the	Atacama	Desert.

•	 Learn	more	about	astronomy’s	preeminence	in	the	region	at	the	
Museo	del	Meteorito.	

•	 Observe	unusual	wildlife,	such	as	the	Andean	flamingo,	vicuña,	and	
viscacha.

•	 Experience	the	2019	solar	eclipse	in	totality	from	the	famed	Elqui	
Valley,	with	proper	training	for	safely	viewing	and	photographing	
the	phenomenon.

Tom Carrico is an amateur astronomer and astrophotographer 
who has been in the hobby for over 30 years. He is a recently 
retired engineer after 33 years at Hewlett Packard. Tom’s 
astrophotography has been published in numerous magazines 
and books, as well as being featured on OPB’s Oregon Field Guide. 
For the 2017 Great American Eclipse, Tom gave over 60 talks to 
more than 5000 people, emphasizing eclipse viewing safety 
and enjoyment. He also co-instructed classes at Oregon State 
University on eclipse photography.      astronomytom.com

Oregon State University is pleased to share this departure with University of Arizona and to welcome alumni and friends on this signature 
expedition to experience a global phenomenon of the solar eclipse! 



grEEN LagooN

JUNE 22 - DEpart U.S. 
Overnight flight to La Paz, Bolivia. 

JUNE 23 - la paz 
On arrival at El Alto Airport, take a private transfer (1 hour) 
to the hotel for early check-in. Bilingual guide assistance, tips 
and luggage handling are included. The rest of the morning 
is at leisure to adjust to high altitude. In the afternoon, there 
will be a program briefing and participant introductions. 
Then, we will venture into La Paz, visiting the famous Witch 
Doctor’s Market, San Francisco Colonial Church, and the 
typical handicrafts of the Sagarnaga Street. Continue to Plaza 
Murillo to see the Cathedral, the Government Palace, and the 
National Congress buildings, and then stop at Calle Jaén, the 
famous colonial street known for its museums. You’ll also visit 
the residential areas of Obrajes, Calacoto and La Florida. End 
with an exploration of unique Moon Valley, where you’ll visit 
a ceramic workshop with a demonstration of the art of pottery. 
Return to the hotel for a welcome dinner.  Overnight at Hotel 
Europa. (D)

JUNE 24 - la paz 
This morning, drive 40 miles out of La Paz to the city of 
Tiwanaku, the center of the Tiwanaku civilization, which 

spanned from approximately 300 to 1150 - although settlers 
were living in the area as early as 1580 BC. Now a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, Tiwanaku was once a sprawling city and 
significant cultural influence on neighboring civilizations, as 
well as the Inca civilization which followed it. We will visit the 
Kalasasaya (Sun) temple, Semi subterranean (Earth) Temple, 
Akapana Pyramid, and the legendary Sun Gate, as well as 
the local museum to see Pre-Inca ceramic objects and tools. 
Return to La Paz for an afternoon at leisure. Overnight at Hotel 
Europa. (B,L)

JUNE 25 - COlCHaNI 
Transfer early to the La Paz airport for a 45-minute flight to 
Uyuni. After airport pick-up, board our 4x4 Toyota Land 
Cruiser and head to Salar de Uyuni, the largest salt flats in 
the world. You’ll visit the nearby village of Colchani, where 
you can observe the process of extracting salt by hand, as well 
as local salt handicrafts. Then cross the salt flats themselves, 
stopping to marvel at the “Ojos de Sal,” which give a glimpse 
of subterranean rivers flowing below, as well as other stunning 
features along the expanse. Enjoy lunch in a restaurant or 
on a picnic, then continue to Incahuasi Island. Located in 
the heart of the salt flat, it is the biggest of a group of islands 
that represent an isolated ecosystem. The island is populated 
with giant cacti species that measure up to 12 meters high 
(26.25 feet), providing an impressive vista - and excellent 
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opportunities for photography. In the afternoon, arrive at Luna 
Salada hotel, notable for being built from salt bricks. Enjoy 
dinner at the hotel. Overnight at Luna Salada Hotel. (B,L,D)

JUNE 26 - SaN pEDrO DE QUEMES 
Today we will have a full day adventure, making the journey 
from Colchani to San Pedro de Quemes, where we head 
towards the Valley of the Rocks. Later we will go to the 
mining town of San Cristóbal, the magic villages of the Lípez 
and Culpina K, the viewpoint where the salt flat and the San 
Cristóbal Mine can be observed. Box lunch en route. On arrival 
to San Pedro de Quemes, check in and have dinner. Overnight 
at Hotel de Piedra San Pedro de Quemes. (B,L,D)

JUNE 27 - OJO DE pErDIz 
After breakfast, we depart San Pedro de Quemez and continue 
our adventure to Ojo de Perdiz. We visit the lookout of Ollagüe 
Volcano, where you can watch its 
activity amid a desert landscape. 
After that, we take a look to the 
“Joyas Andinas,” small lagoons of 
unique sizes, colors and aromas that 
show the biodiversity of the region. 
Box lunch en route. Visit the Stone 
Tree, silent testimony of the erosion 
of the earth and the passage of the 
years. Arrive at Ojo de Perdiz, check 
in to our hotel, and have dinner. 
Overnight at Hotel Tayka del Desierto. 
(B,L,D)

JUNE 28 - ataCaMa 
After breakfast, we depart Ojo de 
Perdiz and continue our adventure 
toward Chile. Visiting the Red 
Lagoon, part of the Dalí Desert, 
we’ll see amazing proof of a very 
diverse ecosystem in totally desolate 
weather. Then, we take a dip in the 
thermal waters of Polques Hot Springs, observe the bubbling 
mudpools at Sol de Mañana geysers, and stop at the Eduardo 
Abaroa Reserve to see the Green Lagoon, unique for the active 
microorganisms that give color to the water. Box lunch en 
route. In the afternoon transfer to Hito Cajon, the border 
between Bolivia and Chile. We cross the border, go through 
Immigration and Customs, and continue to San Pedro de 
Atacama. Overnight at Hotel Tulor. (B,L,D)

Note: The altitude while in Chile will be at an average of 12,000 
ft. Desert conditions require regulated water services for bathing 
and guest may expect precise times for access to showers.   

JUNE 29 - SaNtIaGO 
After breakfast, this morning we have free time to walk around 
the town of San Pedro, in one of the leading regions for 
astronomical analysis. Visit the Museo del Meteorito to see 
some of the most interesting meteorite specimens found in the 
desert. Take a tour of the facility to learn about the suitability 
of the area for stargazing, the collection and study of meteorites, 
and the ever-changing landscape of modern astronomy. Later 
today we transfer to Calama Airport, about 1 hour from San 
Pedro, for our flight to Santiago. On arrival, we meet our local 

guide and transfer to the hotel for dinner and overnight. 
Overnight at Hotel Atton. (B,L) 

JUNE 30 - SaNtIaGO 
After breakfast, we gain a greater understanding of Chile 
with the lecture “Chile: Brief History and Economic 
Development.” Then, board our bus for a morning city 
tour of Santiago, visiting the old part of town, including the 
National Gallery that houses a vast collection of artifacts. 
Continue for a panoramic tour of modern Santiago – also 
called “Sanhattan” – including San Cristobal Hill. After 
lunch, visit the Santa Rita Winery and vineyards. Return 
to our hotel with the afternoon free to rest or explore your 
interests, such as a visit to Lastarria, Santiago’s trendy 
neighborhood with a vast selection of cafés and restaurants. 
Overnight at Hotel Atton. (B,L)

JUlY 1 - la SErENa 
Transfer to the airport this 
morning for your flight to La 
Serena. On arrival, continue to 
Apart Hotel Gran Pacifico. After 
settling in to the hotel, travel to 
the Elqui Valley, the renowned 
stargazer’s mecca. The area boasts 
several famous observatories 
and clear, dark conditions for 
stargazing. Explore the quaint 
town of Pisco Elqui and its main 
square, church and craft market. 
Learn more about the village’s 
history of pisco production at 
Destileria Los Nichos, Chile’s first 
pisco distillery. Next, visit the 
nearby city of Vicuña to peruse 
its main square and visit Bouer 
Tower, the cathedral, and the 
artisan village. Vicuña is famously 
the birthplace of Nobel Prize-

winning poet Gabriela Mistral. Return to the hotel to freshen 
up, and then enjoy dinner at Sabor Elquino restaurant. 
Overnight at Apart Hotel Gran Pacifico. (B,D)

JUlY 2 - la SErENa 
Depart mid-morning after breakfast for our eclipse viewing 
site in La Higuera, approximately 1.5 hours from La Serena. 
Upon arrival, take a walk around the charming city center, 
and then continue to the designated viewing location. Our 
site has been specially chosen to maximize totality and 
minimize crowds while factoring in historical weather patterns 
for the area. In addition, the site will be on a hilltop to avoid 
obstacles from our view, and as such, may require walking 
up to ¼ mile on hilly terrain. For lunch, enjoy a traditional 
Chilean barbecue, including wine, beer, soft drinks, juice, and 
ambient music. Purified water, chairs, tables, tent coverings, 
solar lenses, and portable restroom facilities will also be 
provided. We will watch this amazing phenomenon from our 
“tailgating” site, gazing over the Andes toward the western 
horizon. The eclipse will reach totality at 4:38 pm local time 
and last for approximately two minutes. After the eclipse, 
we will return to La Serena for dinner at Restobar Moscatel. 
Overnight at Apart Hotel Gran Pacifico. (B,D)

SaNTIago
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JUlY 3 - la SErENa 
After breakfast, we visit a vineyard where Chilean Pisco is 
produced. Pisco isn’t the only thing produced here: custard 
apples, avocados, papayas and oranges are also cultivated 
in the area. After visiting a distillery, enjoy lunch, then free 
time to explore. Dinner on your own.  (B,L)

JUlY 4 - DEpart 
Transfer to the airport in La Serena for the flight back to 
Santiago and connecting flight home to the U.S. (B)

LaND PRiCing

$7,928
Price includes accommodations, meals, entrance fees, and activities 
as indicated in the itinerary, internal flights, private transportation 
unless otherwise noted in itinerary, non-alcoholic beverages 
with meals, local guide for duration of program, gratuities for 
local guides and drivers, departure tax, and carbon offset. Single 
supplement $1,850 per person.
International airfare, trip cancellation insurance, hotel gratuities, and 
drinks purchased on own, or items of a personal nature.

Holbrook Travel can assist with making your flight arrangements upon 
request. Trip cancellation insurance is strongly recommended (offered 
through the OSU Alumni Association).

THE finE PRint
An initial deposit of $1,000 is required by participants to register and 
reserve a space on the program. A second deposit of $1,000 is required by 
participants on June 1, 2018. Reservations can be made online or by paper 
form. Participants should register with deposit as soon as possible to ensure 
space. Reservations made less than 120 days prior to departure require full 
payment. See page 6 for full terms and conditions.

WHaT To EXPECt
This is an active program that includes high elevations with walks 
from one to two miles, often over rocky, dusty, and uneven terrain. 
Our highest elevation will be in the Andes, crossing from Bolivia to 
Chile. Some of our excursions on this program have elevations of 
14,000 feet. Hotels are located at more comfortable elevations and 
have supplemental oxygen if needed. The Atacama desert is almost 
at sea level. Driving conditions can be on narrow roads with steep 
inclines and at times bumpy and unpaved. Expect drives up to four 
hours, depending on the destination and activity. To fully enjoy 
the program, participants should be in good physical shape, and 
be able to keep up with the group’s pace. Temperatures may vary 
considerably due to elevation and time of day, so it is important 
to bring layered clothing, sun protection and comfortable walking 
shoes. On Eclipse day, protective viewing glasses will be provided.

aTaCama

Membership in the OSU Alumni Association is required to travel with 
OSUAA Group Travel. If you are not a member, please contact the 
Membership Dept. at 877-678-2837 to sign up today or join online at 
www.osualum.com. If you prefer to send a check, please include $60 for a 
single membership and remit to: OSU Alumni Association, CH2M Hill 
Alumni Center, Corvallis OR 97331-6303.



Full Passport Name___________________________________________ DOB ___________________ Gender ________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________________ Class year ______________

Full Passport Name___________________________________________ DOB ___________________ Gender ________

E-mail ___________________________________________________________________ Class year ______________

Badge Name(s) __________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _______________________________________________________________________________________

City ______________________________________________________ State _____________ ZIP ________________

Home Ph. (_________)_____________________________   Cell Ph. (_________)______________________________

Enclosed is my/our deposit for $______($1,000 per person) for _____ person/people on the tour listed below. I/we understand the 
final payment is due at least 95 days prior to departure. Payment may be made by American Express, Discover, MasterCard, or VISA or 
by personal check. Please make check payable to Holbrook Travel, Inc. and mail deposit check to: Holbrook Travel, 3540 NW 13th Street, 
Gainesville, FL 32609. Fax: 352-371-3710. For questions please call 877-678-2837 or visit osualum.com/travel.

OREGON STATE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI

Signature _____________________________________________________________ Date_____________________

Note: The undersigned has read the schedule of activities for the above-referenced tour, and agrees that their signature(s) below represents their 
acceptance of the General Terms and Conditions.

Final invoicing will be sent by our tour operator, Holbrook Travel, Inc. The balance of the program price must be paid to Holbrook Travel. Final payment is due 
95 days prior to departure (check or credit card).

Method of Payment           Check            American Express              Discover               MasterCard                VISA

Account # ______________________________________ Security Code ____________ Exp. Date ______________

Name of Cardholder __________________________________________________________________________

Signature __________________________________________________________________________________

The	Solar	Eclipse	2019:	Astronomy	in	the	Andes

Please book my/our air from ________________________. I/we request an air upgrade to ____________________________.  

        I will share a room with ______________________________________________.  

        I request a single room (limited availability).

REGISTRATION FORM

Signature _____________________________________________________________ Date_____________________

We are pleased to share this departure with University of Arizona to welcome alumni and friends on this signature expedition to experience a 
global phenomenon of the solar eclipse! 



GENERAL TERMS AND CONDITIONS  
Please read this information carefully, as payment of a deposit represents your acceptance of the following Terms and Conditions.

Not Included in Your Tour Price International airfare from your departure city; costs of passports and visas; personal expenses such as 

beverages, laundry, room service, and meals not specified; communications charges; gratuities to your Holbrook Travel Tour Guide which are 

at your discretion (suggested gratuities $10-$15 per guest, per day); and trip cancellation insurance. Additional baggage fees levied directly 

by the airline(s) may apply and are subject to change at any time. You should confirm directly with your airline(s) prior to departure.

International Air Transportation Estimated airfare: $1,498 from Portland to La Paz. Holbrook Travel offers group airfare and ticketing. 

Group transfers between the airport and hotel are included in your program cost. A note about online airfare: Occasionally, you may be able 

to find airfares online that are listed at a lower cost. In general, individual fares lack the flexibility of group airfare and often require immediate 

purchase. You will receive your preliminary air schedule approximately 2½ months prior to departure. Please note that seat assignments 

on your international flight are usually done at airport check-in. Holbrook Travel is unable to guarantee any seat assignments. Due to the 

nature of tour operator tickets, other restrictions apply, including but not limited to, frequent flyer mileage accrual, stopovers, alternate travel 

dates, upgrades, and airline taxes and departure fees. If you prefer to make your own travel arrangements, booking the tour “Land Only” is 

available. We recommend that if you choose to make your own airline reservations, you do not purchase non-refundable tickets or those 

with high penalties for changes. If you choose to make your own air arrangements, Oregon State University Alumni Association (OSUAA) and 

Holbrook Travel, Inc. shall not have any liability for any loss resulting from cancellation of this tour or changes in this tour.

Cancellations, Changes and Refunds If you must cancel your tour, the effective date of cancellation will be upon our receipt of your 

notification. All cancellations need to be submitted in writing to OSUAA. Refunds for cancellations are subject to the following per person 

charges: Cancel 95 days or more before departure: $200 charge; Cancel 95-0 days before departure: no refund. Please note that 

we will not refund the cost of any unused portion of your tour package. We will not charge a fee for any changes made to your reservation 

outside of 95 days before departure. From 94 to 30 days before departure, if you make any changes to your reservation, a $100 per person 

administrative fee will apply, in addition to any fees or penalties imposed by airlines, hotels, or other third parties. Changes are subject 

to availability and cannot be guaranteed. If your reservation changes from double occupancy to single occupancy for any reason, you 

will be charged the single supplement. No changes to your reservation can be made within 30 days of departure. If due to unforeseen 

circumstances Holbrook Travel cancels your tour, you will receive a complete refund of all payments you have made to us. 

Health and Medical Issues We welcome all travelers, but request that you be in good health to participate on a Holbrook Travel tour. All of 

our tours involve a reasonable amount of walking (typically two to three miles per day). You must be able to get on and off motorcoaches on 

your own. We regret that we cannot provide individual assistance; in such cases you must be accompanied by a companion who will assist 

you. Please note that our itineraries cannot accommodate wheelchairs. We reserve the right to remove anyone whose physical condition or 

behavior, in our opinion, compromises the operation of the tour or detracts from the enjoyment or safety of the other tour members. In that 

event, OSUAA and Holbrook Travel assume no financial responsibility for any unused portion of the tour. For the convenience of the majority 

of our travelers, Holbrook Travel has a no smoking policy on all tour buses. We will arrange sufficient rest stops so those who wish to smoke 

may do so.

Required Information Upon reservation, you must provide your full name as it appears on your passport, date of birth, and gender (for 

details, please visit tsa.gov). In the event an airline ticket is issued with incorrect information you have provided, or if you use a different 

passport than originally cited, you will be responsible for charges associated with the ticket’s reissue. A passport valid for at least six 

months after the completion of your tour is required for U.S. citizens on this tour.

Responsibility The liability of OSUAA as sponsor, and Holbrook Travel Inc., as tour operator, is strictly limited. OSUAA and Holbrook Travel, 

Inc. purchase transportation, hotel accommodations, restaurant and other services from independent suppliers not under our control. We 

serve only as agents for these suppliers in securing tour arrangements, and therefore will not accept responsibility for wrongful, negligent, 

or arbitrary acts or omissions of these independent contractors, their employees, agents, servants or representatives. OSUAA and Holbrook 

Travel, Inc. are not liable for injury, damage, loss, accident, or delay that may be caused by events not within our control, including without 

limitation, acts of terrorism, war, strikes, the defect of any vehicle, or the negligence or default of any third party. All coupons, receipts, and 

tickets issued are subject to the terms and conditions specified by the air carriers, cruise line, and other independent suppliers. We will make 

every effort to operate our tours as planned, but we reserve the right to make itinerary changes as necessary. If unforeseen circumstances 

require us to change a hotel, we will select alternative accommodations of the same or better quality and may change due to factors such 

as government regulations, water levels, or weather conditions. The services of any IATA and ATC carrier may be used in connection with 

these tours. The participant understands that if he/she books special low cost airfares with penalties, and cancels the reservation, he/she is 

responsible for any penalties incurred from the airline.


